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Mobile Mammography - On the Road to Good Health

The Hays Medical Center Foundation has launched a campaign to replace the HMC mobile
mammography unit, which includes both a new truck and up-to-date mammography equipment. The
goal is $850,000.

The current film equipment will be replaced with digital technology. Both types of technology detect
breast cancer, but digital uses a lower dosage of radiation, and in younger women can detect cancer

at earlier stages.
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The View From Here...

Increasing services and purchasing
the most up-to-date equipment is
important at Hays Medical Center
but it usually comes at a high cost.

The newsletter cover story tells
about our mobile mammography
program and the need to replace
the truck and its equipment. This
particular program is not a revenue
producer for HMC but showed
losses before soaring gas prices
took effect. However, we believe
it is important to encourage women
to have an annual mammogram
by offering this service in their own
communities.

HMC's cardiac care program
continues to expand with the
purchase of transmyocardial
revascularization (TMR)
technology. TMR is a procedure
used to relieve severe angina or
chest pain in very ill patients who
are not candidates for bypass
surgery or angioplasty. The first
treatment at HMC was recently
performed by surgeon Dr. Gary
Benton. HMC is currently only one
of two hospitals in Kansas using
this technology.

We are fortunate to have generous
friends who assist us in acquiring
the equipment needed to treat our
patients. A gift to the Hays Medical
Center Foundation is truly a gift to
the people of western Kansas.
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Mobile Mammography - On the Road to Good Health

Since 1983, the mobile unit and its staff
have traveled almost 900,000 miles,
visiting 15 counties in western Kansas
and Nebraska. The current mammography
unit is the oldest operating mobile
mammography service in the United
States. Radiologists at HMC read the films
and report the results to the women's
personal physicians.

The purpose of these road trips, year
‘round and in all kinds of weather, is simple
— the best weapon in treating breast
cancer is detecting it early. And the
recommended action is a mammogram,
every year after a woman's 40th birthday.

The HMC mobile unit has never been a
money-maker, and cost is not our main
concern. Convenient, accessible
mammography spares women from long
and difficult treatment by detecting breast
cancer in its earliest stages. Thus, our
mission of offering mammography through
mobile outreach is of undeniable value.
Over the years, HMC has experienced a
steady increase in the demand for this
service.

Bonnie Philip is an HMC technologist who
has made countless trips throughout
western Kansas. “Women in the region
we service are so appreciative. Many of
them tell me it is not possible to make the
trip to Hays for an annual mammogram.
Having a mobile unit available to these
women is saving lives through early
detection.”

The Hays Medical Center Foundation is
fully committed to the Mobile
Mammaography Campaign. Our goal is to
keep the unit “on the road” with a new
vehicle that offers the latest in digital
mammography technology.

“This campaign is a big undertaking,” says
Ron Wente, President of the Hays Medical
Center Foundation, “but people easily
identify with the cause. Cancer touches
everyone — family, friends, and the people
we work with. There is a strong possibility
that mammography and early detection
could spare the life of someone you or |
know.”

“Our fundraising will occur in a variety of
ways over the next 12 months, including
gifts from individuals as well as
corporations, businesses, and grants,”
Wente added. “All donations, large and
small, will help ensure this service
continues to bring potentially lifesaving
mammography to women throughout
western Kansas.”

Contributions to the Mobile Mammography
Campaign can be made to:

Hays Medical Center Foundation
2220 Canterbury Drive
Hays, Kansas 67601

For additional information, or to assist in
getting out the word about this important
initiative, call the Hays Medical Center
Foundation at (785) 623-2350.

Technologist Bonnie Philip and truck driver Don
Younger bring mammography services to western
Kansas.

» One in eight women will have
breast cancer in her lifetime.

* Breast cancer is the second
most common cause of cancer-
related deaths in women.

* Mammography is the best tool
for early detection, and is
imperative in treating breast
cancer successfully.

» Breast cancer occurs mainly in
women but occasionally occurs
in men.









